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Alternative 4-Adjusted Management Area and Limited Rodenticide Use 

DECISION SCREEN FOR THUNDER BASIN PRAIRIE DOG STRATEGY 

 

GENERAL-SCREEN 1 

 

 

Is prairie dog 

colony in a 

Category? 
NO YES 

Are objectives (acres) for 

category being achieved? 

 

YES NO 

Go to 

screens 

2-5  

Issues identified? 

YES NO 

New Other 

Evaluate and 

categorize Issues identified? 

NO YES 

Monitor 

Go to 

screens 

2-5  Manage to 

increase 

colony acres 

(Screen 6) 

Issues identified? 

NO 

Monitor 
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Alternative 4-Adjusted Management Area and Limited Rodenticide Use 

DECISION SCREEN FOR THUNDER BASIN PRAIRIE DOG STRATEGY 

 

VEGETATIVE CONDITION  -  SCREEN 2 

 
 

Is the vegetation meeting or moving toward 

seral stage and structure objectives for the GA? YES 

Monitor 

NO 

Is low structure 

objectives being 

achieved? 

NO 

Encourage 

prairie dog 

expansion. Go 

to Screen 6. 

YES 

Are prairie dogs 

contributing? 
NO YES 

Category 1 Category 2 

Category 3 & 4 

Others 

Are objectives (acres) for category 

achieved? 

Grazing management 

NO 

YES 

Review grazing 

management outside 

Category 1 

Translocation, 

grazing management 

NO 

YES 

Translocation, grazing 

management, Shooting 

(Outside Restriction) 

Review grazing 

and restrict 

shooting 

Go to Screen 3 

YES 

Are objectives (acres) 

for category 

achieved? 

NO 

Review 

grazing 

management 



* Prior to any lethal control, total active prairie dog colonies in Category 1 (MA 3.63) must exceed 10,000 acres; and if colonies to be 

controlled are in Category 1, Category 1 active prairie dog colonies must exceed 18,000 acres.  Lethal control would be limited to 5% 

of the total active acres. 

Alternative 4-Adjusted Management Area and Limited Rodenticide Use 

DECISION SCREEN FOR THUNDER BASIN PRAIRIE DOG STRATEGY 

 

PRIVATE LAND EXPANSION  - SCREEN 3 

 

Are prairie dog colonies 

expanding on to private 

land? 

YES 

Monitor 

NO 

Are prairie dogs already on 

private land? YES 

Work with land owner 

on joint management 

strategy including all 

management tools  

 

NO 

Causing Issues? 
NO YES 

Category 1 Category 2-4 New Others 

Mine Non-Mine Evaluate 

Consider         

translocation 

Non-lethal 
Apply non-chemical 

management tools  Effective? 

NO YES 
Consider 

Translocation, Lethal 

control within 1/4 

mile of private land 

boundary.* 

Monitor 

Consider 

Translocation, Lethal 

control within 1/4 

mile of private land 

boundary.* 



 

Alternative 4-Adjusted Management Area and Limited Rodenticide Use 

DECISION SCREEN FOR THUNDER BASIN PRAIRIE DOG STRATEGY 

 

THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH – SCREEN 4 

 

 

Is the prairie dog 

colony within 1 mile 

of a residence? 
NO YES 

Is colony posing an imminent public 

health threat? (plague present, 

dispersal onto private property) 

 

NO YES 

Apply Non-lethal 

control & Monitor 

Apply lethal control 

methods 

Note: Decision Screen used only for 
colonies where private landowners have 
submitted a complaint concerning public 
health. 
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DECISION SCREEN FOR THUNDER BASIN PRAIRIE DOG STRATEGY 

 

DAMAGE TO PUBLIC AND PRIVATE FACILITIES – SCREEN 5 

 
 

Is the prairie dog 

colony within ½ mile 

of a structure (dam, 

cemetery, etc.)? 

NO YES 

Will colony create unacceptable 

damage? (Is structural integrity 

threatened by colony?) 

 

NO YES 

Apply Non-lethal 

control & Monitor 

Apply lethal control 

methods 
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DECISION SCREEN FOR THUNDER BASIN PRAIRIE DOG STRATEGY 

 

INCREASE IN PRAIRIE DOG POPULATION – SCREEN 6 

 

Are target acres being 

met for each category? YES NO 

Monitor 

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 

• Translocation 

• Burning 

• Grazing 

management 

• Mowing 

• Predator control 

• Conservation 

easement/LEX 

 

• Translocation 

• Burning 

• Grazing 

management 

• Mowing 

• Predator control 

• Conservation 

easement/LEX 

 

• Burning 

• Grazing 

management 

• Mowing 

• Conservation 

easement/LEX 

 

• Burning 

• Grazing 

management 

• Mowing 

• Conservation 

easement/LEX 

 


